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The Kappe Library Guides identify general resources on broad topics to help researchers begin their work. Individual projects 
and practitioners are avoided; guides, indexes and general introductions are preferred to specialized works. 

 
Book citations that include a call number can be found at the Kappe Library; other books are identified by author, title and date. 
Magazine articles are selected from the Avery Index and the Art Index databases; to identify which are available at the Kappe 
Library, see the Periodicals In the Collection reference. 
 
Web versions of this and all other Guides are available at http://sciportal.sciarc.edu Submit questions and suggestions to the 
library manager directly at kevin@sciarc.edu  
 
SURVEYS 
 
Elleh, African architecture: evolution and transformation, NA1580.E44 1996 
Elleh, Architecture and power in Africa, NA1580 .E443 2002 
 
VERNACULAR / TRADITIONAL 

Bourdier, Drawn from African dwellings, NA1598.B68 1996 
Crouch, Traditions in architecture: Africa, America, Asia, and Oceania, NA-208 .C76 2001 
Denyer, African traditional architecture: an historical and geographical perspective, GN-645 .D437 1978 
Garlake, Early art and architecture of Africa, N7380 .G37 2002 
Huntar, Traditional African environments, NA1580 .H86 1992 
“Pre-Colonial Africa,” Sir Banister Fletcher's a History of Architecture, 20th ed., Reference-NA-200.F63 1998, p. 665 
Prussin, African Nomadic Architecture; space, place & gender, NA7461.A1P78 1995 
 

COLONIAL TO CONTEMPORARY 
“20th century Africa,” Sir Banister Fletcher's a History of Architecture, 20th ed., Reference-NA-200.F63 1998, p. 1466 
African Perspectives: dialogues on urbanism & architecture, http://www.africanperspectives.nl/  (TU Delft & ArchiAfrica) 
African Union of Architects, http://www.aua-architects.org/  
ArchiAfrika, http://www.archiafrika.org/ (News and info portal) 
“Colonial Africa,” Sir Banister Fletcher's a History of Architecture, 20th ed., Reference-NA-200.F63 1998, p. 1171 
Frampton, World architecture 1900-2000  v. 6. Central and Southern Africa, NA680 .W67 1999 
Hess, Art and architecture in postcolonial Africa, N--72.N38 H47 2006 
Kultermann, New Directions in African Architecture, NA1580.K8213 
 

 

ARCHITECTURE IN CENTRAL AFRICA 
 
 “Equatorial and Central,” Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture of the World, Reference-NA-208.E53 1997 v.3, p. 1994 
World Heritage Sites in Central African Republic/Oubangui-Chari, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cf  
World Heritage Sites in Chad, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/td  
World Heritage Sites in Gabon, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/ga  
 
ANGOLA 

Pedroza, “Auto-construction en Angola,” l’Architecture d’Aujourd’hui, October 1981 
“Sambizanga Musseque, Angola,” Mimar, #28, 1988 
World Heritage Sites in Angola, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/ao  

 
CAMEROON 

Gebauer, “Architecture of Cameroon,” African Arts, Autumn 1971 
Nelson, From Cameroon to Paris: Mousgoum architecture in & out of Africa, NA7467.6.C3 N45 2007 
World Heritage Sites in Cameroon, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cm  
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO / ZAIRE / BELGIAN CONGO 
De Boeck, “The city and the body: an investigation of the city of Kinshasa,” Lotus International, #124, 2005 
“Four buildings employing the Prouvé system,” Architectural Review, March 1952 
World Heritage Sites in Democratic Republic of the Congo, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cd  

 
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO / CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE 

Lagae, “Modern living in the Congo: the 1958 Colonial housing exhibit,” Journal of Architecture, Winter 2004 
Meulder, “Mavula: an African heterotopia in Kwango, 1895-1911,” Journal of Architectural Education, September 1988 

 
(Central Africa also includes Equatorial Guinea and São Tomé) 

 

ARCHITECTURE IN EASTERN AFRICA 
 
Barthes, “Bangas: self-built houses in Mayotte,” Mimar, #26, 1987 
“Building with sheet metal: Seychelles,” Abitare, April 1983 
“East Africa,” Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture of the World, Reference-NA-208.E53 1997 v.3, p. 1971 
Hughes, “East Africa,” Architectural Review, July 1960 
Modern Architecture in East Africa, http://archnet.org/library/documents/one-document.jsp?document_id=9901  
The Modern Movement in Reunion Island, http://archnet.org/library/documents/one-document.jsp?document_id=9949  
World Heritage Sites in Burundi, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/bi  
World Heritage Sites in Comoros, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/km  
World Heritage Sites in Mauritius, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/mu  
 
ERITREA 

Rassegna, Architecture and the African colonies of Italy, NA---1.R37 no. 51 1992 (Eritrea & Ethiopia) 
ASMARA 

Anderson, “Proving ground [Asmara, Eritrea],” Grey Room, #27, Spring 2007 
Boness, “Asmara modern,” Architect, May 2007 (Eritrea) 
Thompson, “Asmara - cappuccino deco,” Urban Land, November/December 2003 

 
ETHIOPIA 

Di Salvo, Churches of Ethiopia : the Monastery of Narga Sellase, NA6086.2.N37 D5 1999 
Jackson, “Ethiopian devotions,” Architectural Review, June 2003 
Okoye, “Architecture, history, and the debate on identity in Ethiopia, Ghana, Nigeria, and South Africa,” Journal of the 
Society of Architectural Historians, September 2002 
Principal Monuments and Sites of Ethiopia, http://whc.unesco.org/en/activities/155/  
Rock-Hewn Churches, Lalibela, http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/18/  
The Planning of Gondar, Harar, Gimma and Dire Daua, 
http://www.laap.it/CD4%20A+O/GONDAR%20HARAR%20GIMMA%20DIRE%20DAUA/pages/eng/homepage.html  
Taira, “Desert monasteries of Egypt and Ethiopia,” Space Design, February 1988 

 
KENYA 

Architectural Association of Kenya  
Arensen, Sticks and straw: comparative house forms in southern Sudan and northern Kenya, GN-652.S93 A73 1983 
International Urbanization Survey, Urbanization in Kenya, HT-169.K4U7  
National Museums of Kenya, Sites & Monuments, http://www.museums.or.ke/content/section/4/9/  
Saito, “Journey in African savanna,” Space Design, December 1990 
Social Systems in Production Process of Modern Architecture in Kenya, http://archnet.org/library/documents/one-
document.jsp?document_id=9954  
University of Nairobi, Dept. of Architecture, http://www.uonbi.ac.ke/departments/arch-build-sci/courses.html  
World Heritage Sites in Kenya, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/ke  

 
MADAGASCAR / MALAGASY REPUBLIC 

Koechlin, “Abris et habitations pour humains et dieux chez les Vezo,” l’Architecture d’aujourd’hui, September/October 1974  
“Madagascar and Islands,” Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture of the World, Reference-NA-208.E53 1997 v.3, p. 2053 
Morton, “Madagascar and Morocco at the 1931 Colonial Exposition,” Journal of Architectural Education, November 1988 
Wright, The politics of design in French colonial urbanism, NA1590.2.M44 W75 1991(includes Madagascar) 
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MALAWI 
Diacon, “Rural low-cost housing in Malawi,” Ekistics, May/August 1990 
Nkomba, “One head alone cannot lift a roof,” Architectural Review, June 2003 
World Heritage Sites in Malawi, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/mw  

 
MOZAMBIQUE 

Universidade Eduardo Mondlane, Faculdade de arquitectura, http://www.architecture.uem.mz/
World Heritage Sites in Mozambique, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/mz  

 
TANZANIA / UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 

Armstrong, “Evolving approaches to refugee settlements: the Tanzanian experience,” Ekistics, May/August 1990 
De Blij, Dar Es Salaam; study in urban geography, NA9278.D3D4 
Finding the Fruits of Modern Architecture in Urbanizing Dar es Salaam, http://archnet.org/library/documents/one-
document.jsp?document_id=9961
World Heritage Sites in Tanzania, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/tz  

 
UGANDA 

Architectural Modernism in Post-Independence Uganda, http://archnet.org/library/documents/one-
document.jsp?document_id=9960  
Makerere University, Department of Architecture, http://tech.mak.ac.ug/site/department.php?choice=Architecture (Uganda) 
“Shrines, Uganda” Arts & Architecture, July 1965 
World Heritage Sites in Uganda, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/ug  

 
ZAMBIA / NORTHERN RHODESIA 

Copperbelt University, School of Built Environment, http://www.cbu.edu.zm/schools/sbe/index.htm  
International Urbanization Survey, Urbanization in Zambia, HT-169.Z5 
Martin, “The ecology of a squatter settlement,” Architectural Review, March 1969 
Zambia Institute of Architects, http://www.zambiz.co.zm/zia/  
Zambia Vernacular Architecture, http://www.zambiaarchitecture.com/  
World Heritage Sites in Zambia, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/zm  

 
ZIMBABWE / RHODESIA 

Architect's Council of Zimbabwe 
Ellert, The material culture of Zimbabwe, GN-657.R5 E44 1984 
Great Zimbabwe National Monument, http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=31&id_site=364  
Rutherford, “The Rhodesias,” Architectural Review, July 1960 
National University of Science & Technology,  
National Museums and Monuments of Zimbabwe 
World Heritage Sites in Zimbabwe, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/zw  

 
(Eastern Africa also includes Burundi, Comoros, Djibouti, Mauritius/Ile Maurice, Mayotte/Mahoré, Réunion, Rwanda and 
Somalia) 
 

ARCHITECTURE IN NORTHERN AFRICA 
 

NOTE: For resources on Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco & Tunisia see Kappe Library Guide #69, Islamic Traditions 
 
Bellal, “Spatial structure of the M'zabite home: family and gender,” Journal of Architectural & Planning Research, Spring 2007 
Carver, North African villages: Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, NA1587 .C37 1989 
Hutt, North Africa, NA1587 .H87 1977 
McLaren, Architecture and tourism in Italian colonial Libya: an ambivalent modernism, NA2543.T68 M35 2006 
Roche, Le M’zab; architecture ibadite en Algerie, DT-298.M9 R58 
“Sahara and Sahel,” Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture of the World, Reference-NA-208.E53 1997 v.3, p. 2099 
 
SUDAN 

Arensen, Sticks and straw: comparative house forms in southern Sudan and northern Kenya, GN-652.S93 A73 1983 
“Nile and Sudan,” Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture of the World, Reference-NA-208.E53 1997 v.3, p. 2080 
Shaw, Irony and illusion in the architecture of imperial Dakar, NA1599.S4 S52 2006 
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Sudanese Architecture around Independence, http://archnet.org/library/documents/one-document.jsp?document_id=9948  
 
(Northern Africa also includes Western Sahara) 

 

ARCHITECTURE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 
“South Central,” Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture of the World, Reference-NA-208.E53 1997 v.3, p. 2138 
“Southern Africa,” Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture of the World, Reference-NA-208.E53 1997 v.3, p. 2150 
Swaziland National Trust Commission, http://www.sntc.org.sz/index.asp  
Walton, African village, GT-373 .W17 1956 
 
BOTSWANA / BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE 

Architects Association of Botswana, http://www.aab.org.bw/  
World Heritage Sites in Botswana, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/bw  

 
LESOTHO / BASUTOLAND 

Lesotho Architects, Engineers, & Surveyors Association 
Van Wyk, African painted houses: Basotho dwellings of Southern Africa, NA7468.6.l4V36 1998 

 
NAMIBIA / SOUTH-WEST AFRICA 

Boeninger, “Weekend in Namibia,” Domus, May 2007 
Coutney-Clarke, “In the silence of the desert [Namibia]” Lotus International, #114, 2002 
Namibia Institute of Architects, http://www.nia.org.na/  
World Heritage Sites in Namibia, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/na  

 
SOUTH AFRICA / REPUBLIEK VAN SUID-AFRIKA / SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC (TRANSVAAL) 

AmaNdebele: signals of color from South Africa, ND2868.6.S62 K883 1991 
Beinart, “The ability of the unprofessional: an African resource,” Arts & Architecture, September 1966 
Bloch, “Forget Europe, Forget America: architecture and apartheid,” Journal of Architectural Education, Spring 1989 
Goldblatt, South Africa: the structure of things then, DT1725 .G65 1998 
“Johannesburg,” Architectural Review, June 1953 
Meulen, “Northern European origins of South African colonial architecture,” Journal of the Society of Architectural 
Historians, May 1963 
Mills, “Space and power in South Africa: the township as a mechanism of control,” Ekistics, January/April 1989 
Schellekens, “A note on the Dutch origins of South African colonial architecture,” Journal of the Society of Architectural 
Historians, June 1997 
“[Some recent architecture in Africa]” Architectural Review, January 1968 
World Heritage Sites in South Africa, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/za  
POST-APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA 

Ahrends, “Public architecture and settlement: architectural practice in South Africa,” A.A. Files, #31, 1996 
Barac, “Great expectations [South Africa]” Architectural Review, June 2007 
Beningfield, “Telling tales: building, landscape and narratives in post-apartheid South Africa,” Architectural Research 
Quarterly, #3/4, 2006 
 “Brave new world [theme issue on South Africa]” Architectural Review, March 1995 
Le Roux, “The Lakeside Community Crêche: architecture beyond apartheid,” Journal of Architecture, Summer 2003 
Martin, “Art Deco architecture in South Africa,” Journal of Decorative & Propaganda Arts, #20, 1994 
Melvin, “Letter from Johannesburg,” Architectural Review, September 2000 
Morton, “A new generation of architects in South Africa,” Architectural Record, September 1999 
Murray, Desire lines: space, memory and identity in the post-apartheid city, NA9053.S6 D465 2007 
Okoye, “Architecture, history, and the debate on identity in Ethiopia, Ghana, Nigeria, and South Africa,” Journal of the 
Society of Architectural Historians, September 2002 
South African Institute of Architects, http://www.saia.org.za/  
Young-Pugh, “Architectural practice and education in South Africa,” Journal of Architectural Education, February 2005 

 

ARCHITECTURE IN WESTERN AFRICA 
 
Bourdier, “Low cost housing in Mauritania,” Progressive Architecture, July 1984 
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“Guinea Coast,” Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture of the World, Reference-NA-208.E53 1997 v.3, p. 2031 
Next Stop: Kumasi; Princeton Convocation on West African Cities, http://soa.princeton.edu/kumasi/info.html  
“Nigerian Plateau,” Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture of the World, Reference-NA-208.E53 1997 v.3, p. 2065 
Okoye, “Architecture, history, and the debate on identity in Ethiopia, Ghana, Nigeria, and South Africa,” Journal of the Society of 
Architectural Historians, September 2002 
“Savannah Grasslands,” Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture of the World, Reference-NA-208.E53 1997 v.3, p. 2116 
World Heritage Sites in Benin/ Dahomey, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/bj  
World Heritage Sites in Gambia, http://www.worldheritagesite.org/countries/gambia.html  
World Heritage Sites in Guinea-Bissau, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/gw  
 
BURKINA FASO / UPPER VOLTA 

Bourdier, African spaces: designs for living in Upper Volta, GT-377.U66 B68 1985 
Komatsu, “Villages and towns III: Burkina Faso & Ghana, West Africa,” G.A. Houses, #56, 1998 
Morris, Butabu: adobe architecture of West Africa, NA1598 .M67 2004 (including Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger) 
World Heritage Sites in Burkina Faso, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/bf  

 
GHANA 

Bourdier, “Genius before industry: vernacular architecture of the Gurunsi,” Progressive Architecture, August 1982  
Design in Ghana, http://www.designghana.com/  
Farrar, Building technology and settlement planning; precolonial Akan cities and towns, DT-510.43.A53 F37 1996 
Fry, “Recent architecture of Ghana and Nigeria,” Architectural Review, July 1960 
“[Ghana architecture]” Architectural Review, April 1963 
Ghana Institute of Architects, http://www.arcghana.org/  
Kirchherr, “Tema 1951-1962: the evolution of a planned city in West Africa,” Ekistics, April 1969 
Kwame Nkrumah University, College of Architecture, http://www.knust.edu.gh/cap/archbt/archito.php?id=3  
Le Roux, “Modern architecture in post-colonial Ghana and Nigeria,” Architectural History, #47, 2004 
Prussin, “Indigenous architecture in Ghana,” Arts & Architecture, December 1965 
Schmidt-Kallert, “Housing policies and squatters' struggles in Southeast Asia: lessons for Ghana?” Ekistics, May/August 
1990 
World Heritage Sites in Ghana, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/gh  

 
GUINEA 

“Cité de Sabende,” l’Architecture d’Aujourd’jui, October/November 1958 
Peacock, “Guinea come lately,” Wallpaper, October 2001 
World Heritage Sites in Guinea, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/gn/  

 
IVORY COAST / CÔTE D'IVOIRE 

Ordre des Architectes de Côte d'Ivoire, http://www.architectes.ci/  
Serageldin, “Empowerment in Abidjan,” Harvard Design Magazine, Winter/Spring 1997 
World Heritage Sites in Ivory Coast, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/ci  

 
LIBERIA 

Belcher, A land and life remembered: Americo-Liberian folk architecture, NA1599.L4 B4 1988 
Lacey, “Self-help shelter and related programs in Liberia,” Journal of the American Planning Association, Spring 1987 

 
MALI 

Art of the Dogon, Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1988, Video #1289 
Architecture vernaculaire au Mali, http://users.swing.be/geoffroy.magnan/mali/index.htm  
Bourdier, “Rural mosques of Senegal and Mali,” Mimar, #11, 1991 
Dogon, http://www.dogon-lobi.ch/index_1024.htm  
Gasparetto, “The Dogon country,” Lotus International, #114, 2002 
Sadi, Timbuktu and the Songhay Empire, DT-532.2 .S214213 1999 
Salvati, “City of mud [Mali]” Domus, March 2002 
Snelder, “The great mosque at Djenné:its impact today as a model,” Mimar, #12, 1984 
Speranza, “The African museum,” Mimar, #35, 1990 
Timbuktu Educational Foundation, http://www.timbuktufoundation.org/  
World Heritage Sites in Mali, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/ml  

 
NIGER 
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Norton, “Building in the Aïr and Tenere Region, Niger,” Mimar, March 1990 
World Heritage Sites in Niger, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/ne  

 
NIGERIA 

AMO/OMA, Lagos Wide & Close; an interactive journey into an exploding city, 2181-VIDEO 
Carroll, Architectures of Nigeria: architectures of the Hausa and Yoruba peoples, NA1599.N5 C37 1992 
Cockburn, “Getting set to build for 75 million :Nigeria,” Ekistics, March 1966 
Crook, “Rural settlement and housing trends, Nigeria,” Ekistics, February 1968 
Hill, Rural Hausa; a village and a setting, DT-515.42 .H554 1972 
International Urbanization Survey, Urbanization in Nigeria, HT-169.N6G7 
Muench, “Planning and antiplanning in Nigeria :Lagos and Ibadan,” Journal of the American Planning Association, 
November, 1968 
Nigerian Building & Road Research Institute  
Nigerian Institute of Architects  
Osasona, Ornamentation in Yoruba folk architecture, NA1599.N5 O73 2005 
Taylor, Urban development in Nigeria: planning, housing and land policy, HT-148.N5 U715 1993 
World Heritage Sites in Nigeria, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/ng  

 
SENEGAL 

Bourdier, “Dwelling with spirit,” Progressive Architecture, July 1994 (Senegal) 
Boudier, “Triangles of light: Tokolor dwellings,” Mimar, June 1992 (Senegal) 
Hinchman, “House and household on Gorée, Senegal, 1758-1837,” Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, June 
2006 
Komatsu, “Villages and towns I: Senegal, West Africa,” G.A. Houses, #53, 1997 
Mark, Portuguese style and Luso-African identity: precolonial Senegambia, NA7467.6.S4 M37 2002 (Senegal & Niger) 
Order of Architects of Senegal  
Ross, Sufi City: urban design and archetypes in Touba, DT-549.9.T68 R67 2006 
Shaw, Irony and illusion in the architecture of imperial Dakar, NA1599.S4 S52 2006 (Senegal and Sudan) 
World Heritage Sites in Senegal, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/sn  

 
TOGO 

Ecole Africaine des métiers de l’architecture et de l’urbanism (EAMAU), http://www.eamau.org/
World Heritage Sites in Togo, http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/tg  

 
(Western Africa also includes Cape Verde/Cabo Verde and Sierra Leone) 
 
OTHER TOPICS:  
 
ECONOMICS & POLITICS 

African Politics Online, http://www.africapoliticsonline.com/ (Extensive, organized links) 
Ayittey, Africa unchained: the blueprint for Africa’s future, HC-800 .A985 2005 
Calderisi, The trouble with Africa: why foreign aid isn’t working, HC-800 .C245 2006 
Ferguson, Global shadows: Africa in the neoliberal world order, JZ1773 .F47 2006 
French, A continent for the taking : the tragedy and hope of Africa, DT-352.2 .F74 2004 
Harbeson, Africa in World Politics: Globalization and the Changing State System, DT--30.5.A3543 1999 
Roe, Except-Africa: remaking development, rethinking power, HN-780.Z9 C6718 1999 
U.N. Economic Commission for Africa, http://www.uneca.org/  
 

FURNITURE & INTERIORS 
Bocola, African Seats, NK2715.A3613 1995 
Hansen, African encounters with domesticity, HQ1787.A34 1992 
Lemelle, Imagining Home; class, culture and nationalism in the African diaspora, DT--16.5.I4 1994 
Schaewen, Inside Africa: North & east, NK2087.A1 S33 2003 
Sieber, African textiles and decorative arts, NK8887 .S53 1972 
 

HISTORY 
African Timelines, http://web.cocc.edu/cagatucci/classes/hum211/timelines/htimelinetoc.htm  
Collins, A history of Sub-Saharan Africa, DT-351 .C68 2007 
Davidson, African Kingdoms, DT--25.D29 
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Gilroy, Black Atlantis, CB-235.G55 1993 
Gordon, Understanding contemporary Africa, DT--30.5 .U536 2007 
Iliffe, Africans: the history of a continent, DT--20 .I45 2007 
Internet African History Sourcebook, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/africa/africasbook.html  
Kapuscinski, The shadow of the sun, DT--12.25 .K35713 2001   
Khapoya, The African experience: an introduction, DT--20 .K53 1998 
Meredith, The fate of Africa:  a history of fifty years of independence, DT--30.5 .M455 2005 
Parker, African history: a very short introduction, DT--20 .P37 2007 
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