
HOW TO FIND OUT ABOUT 

ARCHITECTURE IN LATIN AMERICA: 
COLONIAL TO CONTEMPORARY  

KAPPE LIBRARY GUIDE no. 71 
 
The Kappe Library Guides identify general resources on broad topics to help researchers begin their work. Individual projects 
and practitioners are avoided; guides, indexes and general introductions are preferred to specialized works. 

 
Book citations that include a call number can be found at the Kappe Library; other books are identified by author, title and date. 
Magazine artic 
les are selected from the Avery Index and the Art Index databases; to identify which are available at the Kappe Library, see the 
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NOTE 

This Guide focuses on Latin American architecture from colonial times to the present. For resources on earlier Latin 
American architecture see Kappe Library Guide #70: Architecture in Pre-Columbian America. 

 
GENERAL RESOURCES 
 
LATIN AMERICA 

Castedo, History of Latin American Art and Architecture: from pre-Columbian times to the present, N6502.C3213 
Aula: Architecture and Urbanism in Las Americas (Journal published 1999-2003) 
Getty Conservation Institute Latin American Consortium, http://www.getty.edu/conservation/education/latin/  
Latin American Network Information Center, http://www1.lanic.utexas.edu/ (academic portal) 
“Latin America architecture: stage and theater, ritual and ceremony,” Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, 

October 1968 
 
COLONIAL ERA 

Bailey, Art of colonial Latin America, N6502.2 .B35 2005        
Baylon, History of South American colonial art and architecture, N6620 .B3913 1992 
Crouch, Spanish city planning in North America, HT-169.N68 C76 
Kelemen, Baroque and Rococo in Latin America, N6502 .K4 1967 
The Laws of the Indies, http://www.arc.miami.edu/Law%20of%20Indies.html (1573 city-building guidelines) 
Markman, Architecture and urbanization of colonial Central America, NA-760.A73 1993 v.2 
Moffitt, The Islamic design module in Latin America, NA-702.2 .M64 2004 
Schuyler, “Our acquired architecture: Honolulu, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Philippine Islands, Manila,” Architectural Record, 

January 1900 
 

CONTEMPORARY 
Associaciones y Colegios de Arquitectos, http://www.arquitectos.org.mx/vinculos/asociaciones.htm (Links to Latin America) 
Barnitz, Twentieth-century art of Latin America, N6502.5 .B36 2001 
Brillembourg, Latin American architecture, 1929-1960: contemporary reflections, NA-702.5 .L38 2004 
Bullrich, New Directions in Latin American Architecture, NA-702.B77  
Escuelas de arquitectura, http://www.arquitectos.org.mx/vinculos/escuelas.htm#NICARAGUA (Latin America) 
Hernandez, Transculturation : cities, spaces and architectures in Latin America, NA2543.S6 T73 2005 
Hitchcock, Latin American architecture since 1945, NA-702.H5 
Lejeune, Cruelty & utopia: cities and landscapes of Latin America, NA-702 .C7813 2005 
Quantrill, Latin American architecture: six voices, NA-702 .L38 2000 
Roca, The architecture of Latin America, NA-702.5.A724 1995 

 

MEXICO & CENTRAL AMERICA 
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BELIZE 

Archaeological Field School in Belize, http://www.albany.edu/anthro/belize/belize.htm
Association of Professional Architects of Belize, http://architectsofbelize.com/  
Few, “Conservation, participation, and power,” Journal of Planning Education and Research,  Summer 2000 
Hyatt, “’ Sustaining the edge of paradise,” Urban Land, August 2005 

 
COSTA RICA  

“Arquitectura de Costa Rica,” Arquine, Autumn 1999 
Colegio Federado de Ingenieros y de Arquitectos de Costa Rica, http://www.cfia.or.cr/  
Costa Rica Building & Architecture, http://www.tourism.co.cr/costa-rica-art-and-culture/costa-rica-building-and-
architecture/index.html  
“Costa Rica is positioning itself as the next international luxury resort destination,” Urban Land, August 2003 
The Country and its People, http://www.costaricahomepages.com/info/summary
Instituto de Arquitectura Tropical, http://www.arquitecturatropical.org/  
Lang Ho, “Finding identity,” Architecture, October 2003 

 
EL SALVADOR  

Colegio de Arquitectos de El Salvador, http://www.cades.org.sv/  
Solo, “Rebuilding the tenements: issues in El Salvador's earthquake reconstruction program,” Journal of the American 
Planning Association, Summer 1991 

 
GUATEMALA  

Antigua Guatemala, http://www.rutahsa.com/antigua.html  
Baroque Architecture & Fine Cuisine of Antigua, http://www.travellady.com/Issues/April07/4026BaroqueArchitecture.htm 
Colegio de Arquitectos de Guatamala, http://www.colegiodearquitectosdeguatemala.org/  
Herrera, “Letter from Guatemala City,” Architecture Plus, April 1973 
Markman, “The Plaza Mayor of Guatemala City,” Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, October 1966 
Markman, “Santa Cruz, Antigua, Guatemala, and the Spanish colonial architecture of Central America,” Journal of the 
Society of Architectural Historians, October 1966 
Tobriner, “Earthquakes and planning in the 17th and 18th centuries,” Journal of Architectural Education, Summer 1980 
Tovar de Teresa, “Baroque architecture in Latin America: Mexico and Guatemala,” Space Design, August 1983 
Universidad Francisco Marroquín, Facultad de arquitectura, http://arquitectura.ufm.edu/index.php  

 
HONDURAS 

Colegio de Arquitectos de Honduras (CAH), http://www.e-cah.org/index.htm  
Copán’s New Sculpture Museum, http://www.peabody.harvard.edu/profiles/fash.html  

 
MEXICO 

“Architecture in Mexico,” A+U, February 2003 
“Architecture mexicaine,” l’Architecture d’Aujourd’hui, April 1955 
Arquine, http://www.arquine.com/demo_7_b.html  
ArquiRed, http://www.arquired.com.mx/index.ared?lid=en (Mexico-based architecture portal) 
Asociacion de Instituciones de Ensenanza de la Arquitectura de la Republica Mexicana (ASINEA), 
http://www.uaemex.mx/asinea/  
Born, The New architecture in Mexico, NA-755.B6 1937 
Burain, Modernity and the architecture of Mexico, NA-755.B87 1997 
Dear, Postborder city: cultural spaces of Bajalta California, F-867 .P74 2003 
Eggener, “Postwar modernism in Mexico: Luis Barragán's Jardines del Pedregal and the international discourse on 
architecture and place,” Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, June 1999 
Federacion de Colegios de Arquitectos de la Republica Mexicana (FCARM), http://www.fcarm.org.mx/  
Grial, “Mexican exceptionalism: the continuity of culture in Mexican architecture,” Design Book Review, #32/3, 1994 
Haro Lebrija, Arquitectos Mexicanos: una visión contemporánea, NA-755 .H27 2004 
Horn, “Modern Mexico,” Architectural Record, July 1947 
Kappe, Modern architecture, Mexico, NA-755.M6 
Mutlow, New architecture of Mexico, NA-680 .M88 2005 
Myers, Mexico's modern architecture, NA-755.M94 
Obras, http://www.obrasweb.com/  
Perez, 24 Mexican architects for the 21st century, NA-755 .P469 2001 
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Perez, Mexico/Argentina/architects, NA-755 .P475 2002 
Russell, “Notebook on development in Mexico,” Urban Land, March 1995 
COLONIAL & TRADITIONAL MEXICO 

Baird, Churches of Mexico 1530-1810, NA5253 .B3 1962 
Garrison, Early Mexican houses: a book of photographs & measured drawings, NA7244 .G3 1990  
Guess, Spirit of Chiapas : the expressive art of the roof cross tradition, F1435.1.A7 G84 2004  
Historia de la Arquitectura y el Urbanismo Mexicanos, Office-NA-750.H57 1997 
Kubler, Arquitectura Mexicana del Siglo XVI, NA-753.K83 S6 1983 
Mullen, Architecture and its sculpture in Viceregal Mexico, NA-753.M85 1997 
Perry, Mexico's fortress monasteries, NA5253.P47 1992 
Perry, More Maya missions : exploring colonial Chiapas, NA5256.C5 P37 1994 
Rojas, The art and architecture of Mexico: from 10,000 B.C. to the present day, N6550.R6 
Salvo, Home Altars of Mexico, BL2530.M4 G88 1997 
Taschen, Mexico style : exteriors, interiors, details, NK2014 .M48 2005   
Tovar de Teresa, “Baroque architecture in Latin America: Mexico and Guatemala,” Space Design, August 1983 
Tovar de Teresa, Mexico Barroco, N6553 .T684 1981 
Tovar de Teresa, Repertory of Artists in Mexico, N6558.T6813 1995 vol.s 1-3 
Trueblood, Vivienda campesina en México, NA-750.T78 1978 
Yampolsky, The traditional architecture of Mexico, NA-750 .Y37 1993 

MEXICO CITY 
Colegio de Arquitectos de la Ciudad de México, http://www.camsam.org/home.htm  
“The City of Mexico,” Lotus International, #91, 1996 
Galindo, Mexico City: architecture & design, NA-757.M4 M49 2007     
Gallo, The Mexico City reader, F1386 .M654 2004 
“Mexiko-Stadt und Sao Paulo,” Bauwelt, September 27, 2002 
Mexico City theme issue, Praxis #2, 2001 

 
NICARAGUA  

Mathey, “Housing policies in Nicaragua,” Ekistics, #58, 1991 
Nicaragua: Accesibility for All, http://www.disabilityworld.org/Aug-Sept2000/tech/nicaragua.htm  
Universidad Nacional de Inteniería, Facultade de Arquitectura, http://www.uni.edu.ni/farq.php  

 
PANAMA 

“Canal plus [Panama City]” Wallpaper, #46, March 2002 
Grigsby, “Geometry - labor = Volume - mass?” October, #106, 2003 
Lemoine, “Eiffel e il canale de Panama,” Casabella, January/Febrary 1988 
Mora Saucedo, Arquitectura vernacular en Panama, NA-785 A77 1995 
The Panama Canal, http://www.eclipse.co.uk/~sl5763/panama.htm  
Panama Canal Third Locks Project, TC--774.U7 1941 
Socieda Panameña de Ingenieros y Arquitectos, http://www.spia-pma.org/  

 

SOUTH AMERICA 
 
ARGENTINA  

“Argentine Theme Issue,” Journal of the Decorative & Propaganda Arts, #18, 1992 
Consejo Profesional de Arquitectura y Urbanismo, http://www.cpau.org/  
Federación Argentina de Entidades de Arquitectos (FADEA), http://www.fadea.org.ar/index.cfm  
Liernur, Case 6: Puerto Madero Waterfront, HT-178.A72 B844 2007 
Perez, Mexico/Argentina/architects, NA-755 .P475 2002 
Sociedad Central de Arquitectos, http://www.socearq.org/  
Summa, http://www.summamas.com/  
BUENOS AIRES 

Foster, Buenos Aires: perspectives on the city and cultural production, F3001.2.F65 1998 
Schavelzon, Historical Archaeology of Buenos Aires, F3001.3.S34 1999 
Varas, Buenos Aires Metropolis, NA9162.B8 V3 1997 
Wilson, Buenos Aires: a Cultural and Literary Companion, F3001.W68 1999 

 
BOLIVIA  

http://www.camsam.org/home.htm
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Fernández de Córdova,”View from Bolivia,” Architectural Review, October 2002 
Ferry, I am rich Potosí : the mountain that eats men, F3351.P85 F48 1999 
Métraux, “Windy City, Bolivia,” Nest #17, Summer 2002 
Universidad Privada de Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Facultad de arquitectura, http://www.upsa.edu.bo/arquitectura.php  

 
BRAZIL  

Associação Brasileira dos Escritórios de Arquitetura, http://www.asbea.org.br/  
“Brasil,” Abitare, June 1998 
“Brazil Theme Issue,” Journal of the Decorative & Propaganda Arts, #21, 1995 
“Brésil: etat des lieux,” l’Architecture d’aujourd’hui, June 1987 
Cavalcanti, When Brazil was modern: guide to architecture, 1928-1960, NA-855.5.M63 C38 2003 
Goodwin, Brazil builds; architecture new and old, 1652-1942, Office-NA-850 .G63b 1943 
Instituto de Arquitetos do Brasil, http://www.iab.org.br/  
Lanier, Brazilian conditions: complex and simple, NA-855 .B732 2006      
Projeto Design, http://www.arcoweb.com.br/  
Process Architecture #17; Modern Brazilian Architecture, NA---6.P94 no. 017 
Quesado, Brazil built: the architecture of the modern movement in Brazil, NA-855.5.M63 Q47 2001 
Silva, New Brazilian gardens: the legacy of Roberto Burle Marx, SB-470.B87 S55 2006 
Underwood, Oscar Niemeyer and Brazilian free-form modernism, NA-859.N5 U5 1994 
BRASILIA 

Brasilia 1956-2006 : de la fundación de una ciudad capital, NA9166.B7 B73 2006     
“Cinquanta anni dopo il piano di Brasilia,” Casabella, March 2007 
El-Dahdah, Case: Lucio Costa, Brasilia’s superquadra, NA9166.B7 C37 2005 
Epstein, Brasilia, plan and reality, HD7323.B7 E67 
Guiabsb, o guia de Brasilia, http://www.guiabsb.com.br/brasilia/guia_de_brasilia.asp  

RIO DE JANEIRO 
Kirkland, “Cities of impossibility: Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo,” Harvard Design Review, Winter/Spring 1997 
Instituto de Arquitetos do Brasil do Rio de Janiero, http://www.iabrj.org.br/index.php  
Quatro rodas, Ruas: guia do Rio de Janeiro, G5404.R5 R83 1991 
 [Rio theme issue]. Bauwelt, June 27, 1997 
SCI-Arc SCIFI Studio, Spring 2005, Rio, F2646.S67 2005 

SÃO PAULO 
Instituto de Arquitetos do Brasil do São Paulo, http://www.iabsp.org.br/  
“Mexiko-Stadt und Sao Paulo,” Bauwelt, September 27, 2002 
“Paulista architects: second generation of Brazilian modern architecture,” A+U, February 1999 

 
CHILE  

ARQ, http://www.scielo.cl/scielo.php?script=sci_serial&pid=0717-6996&lng=es&nrm=iso  
"Cile - architettura e progetti," Casabella, November 1997 
Colegio de Arquitectos de Chile. Revista Oficial 
Gallanti, “A good moment in time,” A+U, July 2006 
Perez de Arce, Valparaíso School: open city group, NA2305.C5 E73613 2003 
Pontifca Universidad Catolica de Valparaiso, Escuela de arquitectura, http://www.arquitecturaucv.cl/  
Pendleton-Jullian, Road That Is Not a Road and the Open City, Ritoque, Chile, NA9053.N4 P46 1996 

 
COLOMBIA 

Escala, Colombian architecture magazine published since 1964, http://www.revistaescala.com/  
Asociación Colombiana de facultades de arquitectura, http://www.arquitecturaacfa.org/  
Arquicol: Arquitectura en Colombia, http://www.arquicol.com/  
Roa, Casa moderna: half a century of Colombian domestic architecture,, NA7304 C37 1996 
Tellez, Casa de Hacienda: architecture in the Columbian countryside, NA7304.T45 1997 

 
 
ECUADOR  

Izurieta-Varea, “View from Quito,” Architectural Review, November 2003 
Little, “Listening to Las Peñas [Guayaquil, Ecuador]” Thresholds, #19, 1999 

 
PARAGUAY  

“Guide to ten missions founded by the Jesuits in Paraguay from 1609-1768,” Domus, January 1996 
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PERU  

Arquitecto Peruano, http://www.elarquitectoperuano.com/  
Colegio de Arquitectos del Perú, http://www.cap.org.pe/contenido.php?ref=Mjc=  
Fraser, Architecture of conquest: building in the Viceroyalty of Peru, 1535-1635,  
International Urbanization Survey, Urbanization in Peru, HT-169.P5R6       

 
URUGUAY  

“Recent domestic architecture in Uruguay,” l’Architecture d’Aujourd’jui, October/November 1968 
SCI-Arc SCI-Fi Studio Spring 2006, Editing Uruguay, F2715.S35 2006b 
SCI-Arc SCI-Fi Studio Spring 2006, Uruguay, F2715.S35 2006a 
Society of Architects of Uruguay (SAU), http://www.sau.org.uy/  

 
VENEZUELA  

International Urbanization Survey, Urbanization in Venezuela, HT-169.V5 
“Caracas,” Bauwelt, December 27, 2003 
“Dossier Venezuela,” Space & Society, July/September 1987 
Entre rayas; la revista de arquitectura, http://www.entrerayas.com/index.php  
Hanson, The Venezuala Earthquake, TH1095.H3 
Plunz, Caracas Litoral, Venezuela, HT-395.V42 V374 2005 
Universidad Central de Venezuela facultad de arquitectura y urbanismo, http://fau.ucv.ve/  
CARACAS 

Brillembourg, Informal city: Caracas case, F2341.C24 I55 2005 
Pluntz, Caracas Litoral, Venezuela, HT-395.V42 V374 2005 

 

THE CARIBBEAN 
 

(Also known as The West Indies, Greater Antilles, and Lesser Antilles) 
 
GENERAL CARIBBEAN 

Archivos de Arquitectura Antillana, http://www.archivosdearquitecturantillana.com/
Gosner, Caribbean Georgian, the great and small houses of the West Indies, NA7268 .G67 1982 
Janasz, “The Caribbean: the next big thing?” Urban Land, April 2003 
Lewis, Architecture of the Caribbean and its Amerindian origins in Trinidad, NA-815.T7 L49 1983 
“Official architecture in the West Indies,” Architectural Review, May 1951 
Periferia; architecture and urbanism in the Caribbean, http://www.periferia.org/  
Rigau, “No longer islands: Dissemination of architectural ideas in the Hispanic Caribbean, 1890-1930,” Journal of 

Decorative & Propaganda Arts, #20, 1994 (On Cuba, Dominican Republic & Puerto Rico) 
Woodhouse, “The Caribbean.” Architectural Review, July 1960 

 
BAHAMAS  

“Columbia University and U.N. develop Bahamian master plan,” Architectural Record, April 1967 
Institute of Bahamian Architects, http://bahamasarchitects.com/  

 
CUBA 

Carley, Cuba: 400 years of architectural history, NA-803.C27 1997 
Carley, “Cuba: in a new era of foreign involvement,” Architectural Record, February 1997 
“Cuba! Cuba!” l’Architecture d’Aujourd’hui, January/February 2004 
“Cuba Theme Issue,” Journal of the Decorative & Propaganda Arts, #22, 1996 
“Cuba vent'anni dopo,” Casabella, February 1981 
Llanes, Apuntes para una historia sobre los constructores cubanos, NA-803 .L55 1986 
Llanes, The houses of old Cuba, NA7274.L53 1999 
Loomis, “’Architecture or the revolution?’ The Cuban experiment,” Design Book Review #32/33, 1994 
Loomis, Revolution of forms: Cuba's forgotten art schools, NA6602.A76 L66 1999 
Prestamo y Hernandez, Cuba: arquitectura y urbanismo, NA-804.H3C8 1995 
Rosenau, “Flirting with capitalism,” Urban Land, October 2002 
Rowntree, “Castro’s Cuba,” Architectural Forum, April 1964 
Scarpaci, Havana: two faces of the Antillean metropolis, HT384.C92 H387 2002 
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Torre, “Architecture and revolution; Cuba, 1959 to 1974,” Progressive Architecture, October 1974 
Veigas, Memoria: Cuban art of the 20th century, N6603 .M46 2002 
HAVANA 

Baroni, “Report from Havana,” Zodiac, #8, 1993 
 “Havanna, Nacht und Tag,” Bauwelt, March 26, 2004. 
Llanes, Havana then & now, F1799 .H343 L53 2004     
Noever, The Havana project: architecture again, NA-804.H3A7 1995 
Robert Polidori: Havana, TR-659 .P655 2003     
Rodriguez, The Havana Guide: modern architecture 1925-1965, NA-804.H3R63 1999 

 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC / REPUBLICA DOMINICANA 

Colegio Dominicana de Intenieros, Arquitectos y Agrimensores, http://www.codia.org.do/  
DOCOMOMO, Dominican Republic chapter, www.periferia.org/organizations/dcmm.html  

 
HAITI  

Fass, “Housing the ultra-poor: theory and practice in Haiti,” Journal of the American Planning Association, Spring 1987 
Fisher, “The Popular architecture of Haiti,” Mimar, #23, 1987 
Palm, “Plateresque monuments of the island of Hispaniola,” Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, #5, 1945-6 
Pinon, “Le geometrie del territorio abitazioni e città coloniali a San Domingo nel XVIII secolo,” Casabella, October 1989 
Smartt Bell, “The fire this time: [Cap-Haitien, Haiti]” Preservation, January/February 2001 

 
JAMAICA  

Porter, Bricks and stones from the past: Jamaica's geological heritage, NA-809 .P678 2006 
Ross, “Caribbean colonial architecture in Jamaica,” Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, October 1951 

 
PUERTO RICO  

Buscaglia, “Puerto Rico '98: architecture and empire at the fin de siècle,” Journal of Architectural Education, May 1995 
Colegio de Arquitectos y Arquitectos Paisajistas de Puerto Rico, http://www.caappr.com/colegio/colegio.cfm  
Rigau, Puerto Rico 1900: turn of the century architecture in the Hispanic Caribbean, NA-812 .R5 1992 

 
SAINT KITTS & NEVIS  

Nathan, “Seeking a solution to prevent future storm flooding and beach erosion,” Urban Land, January 2002 
 
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO  

Trinidad and Tobago Institute of Architects(TTIA), http://www.ttiarch.com/  
 
VIRGIN ISLANDS  

Letson, “Maintaining the fabric of an ‘American paradise,’" Architecture, June 1978 
Penry, “Danish buildings in the Virgin Islands,” Architecture, August 1962 
Woods, The Royal three quarters of the town of Charlotte Amalie, NA-815.V5 W66 1992 
 

(The Caribbean also includes Antigua & Barbuda, Aruba, Barbados, Cayman Islands, Dominica, French Guiana/Guyane 
Francaise, Grenada, Guadeloupe, Guyana/British Guiana, Martinique, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, 
and Turks & Caicos Islands) 
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