
HOW TO 

FIND ARTICLES IN MAGAZINES 
KAPPE LIBRARY GUIDE no. 16 

 
Web versions of this and all other Guides are available at http://www.sciarc.edu/v5/aboutarch/lrg.php and 
http://sciportal.sciarc.edu Submit questions and suggestions to the library manager directly at kevin@sciarc.edu  
 
MAGAZINES AT THE KAPPE LIBRARY 

There are currently 100+ subscriptions, and over 3000 bound volumes.  Titles reflect the range of curriculum, from 
architecture to general interest publications.  
 
To determine if the library owns a specific magazine issue, check the 3-ring binder PERIODICALS IN THE COLLECTION 
(kept next to the index workstations). Magazines may reside in three places: the newest issues appear on the new 
magazine display, older issues are hardbound and shelved in alphabetical order by title, and miscellaneous single issues of 
other magazines are stored in the office area. If you can’t find the magazine you’re looking for ask staff for help. 

 
 
Flipping through magazines is fun, but it is not the way to research. It is slow, and unlikely to lead you to all the articles that you 
need. You can use The Avery Index to locate articles systematically.  
 
The Avery is the most important tool for architectural research.  
 
In one step you can search centuries of articles published in over 1,000 architectural magazines published worldwide. Records 
date from the 1700s up to last year.  
 
THE AVERY INDEX TO ARCHITECTURAL PERIODICALS 

 
REMINDER. Avery is available only at the 2 designated workstations, so please be considerate of other users. 
 
ACCESSING. If the Avery screen isn’t open, click on the desktop icon. 
 
SEARCHING.  
• At the top of the screen begins the list of fields you may search in.  
• The first field, KEYWORDS/PHASES is a good place to start.  
• If you use multiple keywords in one field, put “AND” or “&” or “+” between each term. 
 
• Push ENTER and your results will appear in a new screen, arranged most recent to oldest. 
 
RESULTS 
• Results appear in brief citation format. Select DISPLAY: FULL RECORD to get the full text of each record.  
 
• Each record contains useful information.  
Besides author, title, magazine name and date of specific issue the article appears in, the record identifies, for 
example, length and kinds of illustrations--facts which can influence your decision whether or not it is worthwhile to 
retrieve the article.   
 
• Click PRINT to print. Click RECORDS and EXPORT to save to desktop 
 
• Click "CLEAR SEARCH” to start over.  
 
REFINE YOUR SEARCH. You can do a search with keywords in different fields.  
 
For example, you can type “DETAILS” in the ILLUSTRATION field to limit your search to articles that contain 
drawings of details 
 

OTHER INDEXES 

http://www.sciarc.edu/v5/aboutarch/lrg.php
http://sciportal.sciarc.edu/
mailto:kevin@sciarc.edu


 
THE ARCHITECTURAL INDEX, R-NA1.A7 1950-2003 

The Architectural Index indexes U.S. architectural magazines only, and is useful for finding articles published between 1951 
and 1977. Often it includes articles that do not appear in Avery 
 

THE ARCHITECTURAL PERIODICAL INDEX, Reference-NA---1.A1A69 1980-1995, 1997 
Produced by the Royal Institute of British Architects, the Architectural Periodical Index indexes international architectural 
magazines, with an emphasis on Britain and Europe.  A partial version is also available at  http://site.yahoo.net/riba-
library/index.html . 
 

ERIC, http://www.ericfacility.net/teams/Login.do?action=7&userName=guest
 (1966-) Indexes educational research & resources. 
 

MEDLINE, http://www.nlm.nih.gov/
Medline, from the National Library of Medicine, the world's leading database of bibliographic records in the biomedical and 
life sciences. 
 

ONLINE NEWSPAPERS.COM, http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/  
Comprehensive, searchable database of world newspaper web sites. Most newspaper web sites permit searching of past 
articles. 

 
INGENTA, http://www.ingenta.com/

(1988-) Ingenta provides keyword access to information from the tables of Description of over 17,000 
journals, listing over 7 million articles which have appeared since 1988. UnCover includes periodicals 
from all subject areas, but concentrates heavily on the sciences and social sciences. Copies of journal 
articles faxed to you within 24 hours. The charge per article can be steep (usually $7 plus a copyright 
fee of $6 to $15) but searching the database is free. Need credit card and fax number. 
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