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The Kappe Library Guides identify general resources on broad topics to help researchers begin their work. Individual projects 
and practitioners are avoided; guides, indexes and general introductions are preferred to specialized works. 

 
Book citations that include a call number can be found at the Kappe Library; other books are identified by author, title and date. 
Magazine articles are selected from the Avery Index and the Art Index databases; to identify which are available at the Kappe 
Library, see the Periodicals In the Collection reference. 
 
Web versions of this and all other Guides are available at http://www.sciarc.edu/v5/aboutarch/lrg.php and 
http://sciportal.sciarc.edu Submit questions and suggestions to the library manager directly at kevin@sciarc.edu  
 
NOTE 

This Guide focuses on intentionally functionless buildings and large structures from grottoes to land art. The term folly refers 
to buildings "characterized by a certain excess in terms of eccentricity, cost or conspicuous inutility" (The Oxford Companion 
to Gardens) and is usually associated with 18th century European examples. But many cultures have traditions of 
conspicuously inutile structures being built for reasons of art, commemoration, decoration, garden design or literary conceit, 
and researchers will need to explore the relevant aspects of monuments, memorials, literature, sculpture, and--especially--
gardening and landscape design. 
 

KEYWORDS 
Art in situ, Castellated structures, Cave architecture, Caves, Earthworks (sculpture), Ecological art, Environmental art, Eye-
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pagodas, Folly temples, Folly tombs, Folly towers, Fountains, Garden follies, Garden houses, Garden mazes, Garden 
towers, Grottoes, Grottos, Hermitage follies, Labyrinths, Land art, Mazes, Nymphaea, Obelisks, Observation towers, 
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TOOLS TO GET STARTED 

"Folly, Jellicoe, The Oxford Companion to Gardens, SB469.25.O95 1986 
"Folly," Turner, The Dictionary of Art, Reference-N31.D5 1996 

 
FUNCTIONLESS BUILDINGS  A - Z: 

 
CAVES & GROTTOES 

"Guide to the Grottoes of Naples," Domus, March 1987 
Lambin, "From Grottoes to the Alps: Rock and Alpine Gardens," Journal of Garden History, October/December, 1994 
Mathews, "Islamic Style Mansions in Byzantine Cappadocia," Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, September 
1997 
Miller, Heavenly Caves: Reflections on the Garden Grotto, 1983 
Miller, "Steps Out of the Grotto," Daidalos, no. 55, 1995 
Szafranska, "The Philosophy of Nature and the Grotto in the Renaissance Garden, Journal of Garden History, April-June 
1989 
Wimmer, Hanging Gardens, Eerie Grottoes," Anthos, v. 31, no. 1, 1992 
Zhang, "The Splendor of the Grotto Arts of the Later Period in China," Oriental Art, Spring 1989 

 
FOLLIES 

Barlow, Follies and Fantasies: German and Austria, 1994 
Follies (Periodical published quarterly) 
Folly Fellowship, http://www.heritage.co.uk/follies/index.html  
Headley, Architectural Follies in America, NA208.5.H43 1996 
Headley & Meulenkamp, Follies: a National Trust Guide, rev. ed, 1990 
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Headley & Meulenkamp, Follies, Grottoes and Garden Buildings, 1999 
Hogben, "In Praise of Follies," Princeton Journal, v. 2, 1985 
Howley, The Follies and Garden Buildings of Ireland, 1993 
Jones, Follies and Grottoes, 2nd ed, 1974 
Ketcham, Le Désert de Retz: a Late Eighteenth Century French Folly Garden, SB466.F83D474 1994 
Landcaster, Architectural Follies in North America, 1960 
Meulenkamp, Follies: Bizarre Bouwwerken in Nederland en Belgie, 1995 

 
FOLLIES SINCE 1980 

Archer, Follies, NA8460.F64 1983 
Balmori, "Architecture, Landscape and the Intermediate Structure," Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, March 
1991 
"Concours international du Parc de la Villette," Space Design, July 1983 
"Concours international pour le Parc de la Villette," l'Architecture d'aujourd'hui, February, June & September 1983 
Dagenhaut, "Tschumi & Kohl's at the Parc de la Villette," Ekistics, January/April 1989 
Frieman, "Non-Unified Field Theory," Progressive Architecture, 1989 
Johnston, Osaka Follies, NA8460.O83 1991 
Neal, "Parc de la Villette," Landscape Design, February 1988 (On the political context of competition) 
Parc de la Villette, http://www.la-villette.com/  
"A Portfolio of Structures," Architectural Record, June 1998 
Starton, "Nature, Madness and Architecture," Modulus, no. 20, 1991 
Thomsen, Visionary Architecture, NA203.T46 1994 
Tschumi, Event-cities 2, NA1353.T82 A4 2000 (Section A) 
"La Villette," in Paris 1979-1989, NA1050.A72 1988 
Vonier, "Non-Parallel Parking," Progressive Architecture, October 1993 

 
FOUNTAINS & POOLS 

"Acquatic Arts," Daidalos, no. 55, March 1995 
"Architecture and Water," Architectural Design, January/February 1995 
"Architektur und Wasser," Werk, Bauen & Wohnen, January/February 1988 
The Fountain Society, http://www.rchme.gov.uk/orgsfount.html  
MacDougall, Fons Sapientiae: Renaissance garden fountains, 1978 
Moynihan, Paradise as a Garden in Persia and Mughal India, SB466.P3 1979 (Many water garden projects) 
Moore, Water and Architecture, 1994 
Scrivens, "Water Features," Architects' Journal, November 9, 1988 
Treib, "Water: Design Vocabulary II," Landscape Architecture, January/February 1987 

 
FUNCTIONLESS BUILDINGS IN ART, LITERATURE, MOVIES 

ART 
Clayton, Gardens on Paper, N8217.G35C57 1990 
MacDougall & Miller, Garden Fountains in Illustrated Books, 1977 
"Paintings of Ruins Through the Centuries," Die Kunst, May 1988 
Sobieszeb, Robert Smithson: Photo Works, TR647.S578 1993 

LITERATURE 
Aldiss, Earthworks, 1968 
Bioy-Casares & Borges, "The Flowering of an Art," in Chronicles of Bustos Domecq, PQ7797.B873C713 
de Quincey, Confessions of an English Opium Eater, 1821 
Knight, The Landscape: a Didactic Poem, 1794 

MOVIES 
Méliès, La Grotte aux surprises, 1905 
Sou Jacob, Le Grotto, 1989 (from Burkina Faso) 
Switzer, Lightning Field, 1991 (Psychic mom vs. satanic cult) 

 
LABYRINTHS & MAZES 

Adrian Fisher Maze Design, http://www.mazemaker.com/ (Commercial but informative) 
Bord, Mazes and Labyrinths of the World, 1976 
Caerdroia: the Journal of Mazes & Labyrinths, http://ilc.tsms.soton.ac.uk/caerdroia/homepage.htm  
"Christian Labyrinth" & "Siuhu's House" in Moon, Encyclopedia of Archetypal Symbolism, Reference-BL603.A72 1990 
Kern, "Labyrinths: Tradition and Contemporary Works," Artforum, May 1981 
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Kern, Through the labyrinth : designs and meanings over 5000 years, Office-BL325.L3 K4413 2000 
"Labyrinth," Murray, The Oxford Companion to Christian Art & Architecture, N7830.M87 1996 
"Labyrinth and Maze," Turner, The Dictionary of Art, Reference-N31.D5 1996 
Lippard, "Time & Again," in Overlay: Contemporary Art and the Art of Prehistory, N7428.L56 1983 
Mathews, Mazes and Labyrinths: Their History and Development, 1970 
"Minotaur," Reid, The Oxford Guide to Classical Mythology in the Arts, NX650.M9R45 1993 
Oechlin, "The Labyrinth as the Apotheosis of Garden Architecture," Daidalos, no. 3, March 1982 
Pennick, Mazes and Labyrinths, 1990 

 
LAND ART VIEWED IN THE 1970S 

Alloway, “Site Inspection,” Artforum, October 1976 
Beardsley, Probing the Earth: Contemporary Land Projects, 1977 
Foote, “Monument Sculpture Earthwork,” Artforum, October 1979 
Hickey, "Earthscapes, Landworks and Oz," Art in America, September 1971 
Kozloff, "The Box in the Wilderness," Artforum, October 1975 
Krauss, “Sculpture in the Expanded Field,” October, no. 8, Spring 1979 
Leider, "How I Spent My Summer Vacation; or Art and Politics in Nevada, Berkeley, SF and Utah," Artforum, September 
1970 
Lippard, "Complexes: Architectural Sculpture in Nature," Art in America, January-February 1979 
Morris, "Aligned with Nazca," in Continuous Project Altered Daily, NB212.M67 1993 
Smithson, "Frederick Law Olmstead and the Dialectical Landscape," in Collected Writings, N7445.2.S62A35 1996 
 

LAND ART VIEWED IN THE 1980S 
Beardsley, "Art and Authoritarianism: Walter de Maria's Lightning Field," October, no. 16, Spring 1981 
Beardsley, Earthworks and Beyond, N6494.E27B4 1989 
Beardsley, "Earthworks Renaissance," Landscape Architecture, June 1989 
Krauss, Passages in Modern Sculpture, NB198.K69 1981 
Lippard, Overlay: Contemporary Art and the Art of Prehistory, N7428.L56 1983 
Wilson, "New MOCA Acquisition is a Hole in the Ground," Los Angeles Times, December 10, 1985 
 

LAND ART VIEWED IN THE 1990S 
The Dia Center for the Arts, http://www.diacenter.org/  
Dooling, "Poles Apart: If Ever a Place Needed a Good Jolt, the Snooty Lightning Field Is It," Phoenix New Times, October 7, 
1992 
Fowles, "Three Conversations with Andy Goldsworthy," in Hand to Earth, NB497.G64A4 1993 
Kastner, Land and Environmental Art, N6494.E27L36 1998 
Lebow, "This Old Crater," Phoenix New Times, June 10, 1999 (On Turrell's Roden Crater project) 
Lubbock, "The Once and Future Revolutions," The Independent (London), February 9, 1992 (On Findlay's Little Sparta 
project) 
Oakes, Sculpting With the Environment, 1995 
Pla, "The Rite of Spring: Land Art and the Savage Mind," 2G, no. 3, 1997 
Tiberghein, Land Art, Reference-N6595.E25T53 1995 
Tomkins, "Language and Landscape: an Ontology for the Western," Artforum, February 1990 

 
THE LITERARY LANDSCAPE 

"Garden Literature Landscape," Journal of Garden History, July/September 1997 (Theme issue) 
Jin, "Jing: the Concept of Scenery," Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes, October/December 1998 
Le Dantec, Reading the French Garden, SB451.36.F8L413 1990 
Malins, English Landscape and Literature 1660-1840, 1967 
Martin, The Gardening World of Alexander Pope, 1984 
Naito, "A Stylistic Paradox," in Katsura: a Princely Retreat, NA1557.K9N353 1977 

 
 
NYMPHAEA 

Clunes, "Nymphées," Connaissance des arts, January 1989 
Fagiolo, "The Abode of the Nymphs: Roman Nymphaea," FMR, February 1994 

 
ORIENTAL MOTIFS 

Conner, Oriental Architecture in the West, 1979 

http://www.diacenter.org/


Peltre, Orientalism in Art, N8217.E88P4513 1998 
Siren, China and the Gardens of Europe in the Eighteenth Century, 1950 

 
THE PICTURESQUE LANDSCAPE 

Andrews, The Search for the Picturesque, 1989 
Barrell, The Idea of Landscape and the Sense of Place, 1730-1840, 1972 
Clark, Landscape Into Art, 1976 
Crandell, Nature Pictorialized: "The View" in Landscape History, 1993 
Gilpin, Three Essays: On Picturesque Beauty, On Picturesque Travel, On Sketching Landscape, 1803 
Lindquist-Cock, Landscape as Photograph, 1985 
Marx, The Machine in the Garden: Technology and the Pastoral Ideal in America, 1964 
Mosser & James, Morbid Symptoms: Arcadia and the French Revolution, 1986 
Novak, "The Double-Edged Ax," Art in America, January/February 1976 
Novak, Nature and Culture: America Landscape Painting 1825-1875, 1980 
Scully, The Earth, the Temple and the Gods, 1962 
Williams, The Country and the City, PR409.C5W5 1985 

 
RUINS 

Clark, "Ruins & Rococo," in The Gothic Revival, NA610.C5 1962 
Cometa, Journeys Through Italian Landscapes," Abitare, April 1996 
Hunt, "Picturesque Mirrors and the Ruins of the Past," in Gardens and the Picturesque, SB457.6.H865 1992 
Le Roy, "A Discourse on Ruins," Rassegna, no. 55, Spring 1993 
Mortier, La Poétique des ruines en France, 1974 
Roth et al, Irresistible Decay: Ruins Reclaimed, N8237.8.R817 1997 
"Ruin," in Turner, The Dictionary of Art, Reference-N31.D5 1996 
Stewart, "Political Ruins: Gothic Shams and the '45," Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, December 1996 
Zimmermann, Künstliche Ruinen, 1992 
Zucker, Fascination of Decay: Ruins, Relic, Symbol, Ornament, 1968 

 
THE SUBLIME LANDSCAPE 

Burke, A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas on the Sublime and Beautiful, 1756 
Crowther, The Kantian Sublime: from Morality to Art, 1989 
Dennis, Grounds of Criticism in Poetry, 1704 
Eagleton, The Ideology of the Aesthetic, BH151.E2 
Kant, Critique of Judgement, B2783.E53M47 1951 
Kant, Observations on the Feeling of the Beautiful and the Sublime, 1764 
Longinus (?), On the Sublime, 1st century a.d. 
Lyotard, Lessons on the Analytic of the Sublime, 1994 
Lyotard, "The Sublime and the Avant-Garde," Artforum, April 1984 
Monk, The Sublime: a Study in Critical Theories in Eighteenth Century England, 1960 
"The Sublime," in Craig, Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Reference-B61.R68 1998 
Zizek, The Sublime Object of Ideology, B823.3.Z59 1989 
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